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AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY. 


On Thursday 14th inst. the second 
Anniversary of Tug American BisLe 
SocreTy was holden at the City Hall 
in the city of New- York. 

The President, the Hon. Extas Bou- 
pinot, La L. D. took the chair pre- 
cisely at Ll o’cleck. 

By request of the President, the 
Rev. Dr. Mason opened the meeting 
by reading the 49th chapter of Isaiah. 
An Address was then delivered by the 
venerable President, which was very 
affectionate, interesting, and impres- 
sive. Letters of apology for non-at- 
tendance were read from the follow 
ing Vice-Presidents : Hon John Quin- 
cy Adams, Secretary of State of the 
United States, the Hon. Smith Thomp- 
son, Chief Justice of the State of New- 
York, the Hon. Wm. Tilghman, Chief 
Justice of Pennsylvania, the Hon. An- 
drew Kirkpatrick, Chief Justice of 
New Jersey, Joseph Nourse, Esq. of the 
city of Washington, and Francis F. 
Key, Esq. of Georgetown, D. C. A let- 
ter was read from the Rev. Dr. Ro- 
meyn of the city of New. York, Secre- 
tary of the Society, for domestic cor- 
respondence, apologizing for his ab- 
sence by reason of indisposition. 

The Annual Report of the Board of 
Managers was read by the Rev. Dr. 
Blachford, of Lansingburgh; after 
which the following resolutions were 
ananimoasly passed. 

1. On Motion of the Rev. Dr. Sam- 
uel Miller, of Princeton. N. J. second- 
ed by Juin Murray, Jun. Esq.— 

Resolved, That the Report of the 
Board of Managers, now read, be ac- 
cepted, as highly satisfactory and en- 
couraging; and that it be published 
under the direction of the Board. 

2. Qn Motion of the Rev. James 
Milnor, rector of St. *s Chapel 

in the city of New York, seconded by 
the Rev. Mr. Matthews, of the Dutch 


Church in Garden-street, in New- 
York— 

Resolved, That the thanks of the 
Society be presented to the President, 
for his continued and watchful atten- 
tion to its interests, and for his muni- 
ficent liberality towards its funds. 

3. On motion of the Rev. John 
Chester of Albany, seconded by Gen. 
Stephen Van Rensselaer— 

Resolved, That the thanks of the 
Society be rendered to the several 
Vice- Presidents, for the distinguished 
patronage which they have afforded 
the Institution. 

4. On Motion of Samuel Bayard, 
Esq. of New Jersey, seconded by the 
Rev. Mr. Maclay, of the Baptist 
Church in New York— 

Resolved, That the thanks of the So- 
ciety be presented to the Treasurer, 
the Secretaries, and the Board of Man- 
agers, for their services during the 
present year. 

5. On Motion of Joshua M. Wallace, 
Esq. of New Jersey — 

Resolved, That the thanks of the So- 
ciety be given to the several Congrega- 
tions, Auxiliary Societies, and indi- 
viduals, whe in any way may have con. 
tributed to its resources and usefulness. 

By the Report it appears that du- 
ring the past year, 17,594 Bibles have 
been issued, and since the formation 
of the Society 24,004. The number 


-of Auxiliary Societies reported is 153. 


Since the last anniversary 174 clergv- 
men have been made life members. 

The Board are now engaged in pub- 
lishing parts of the Bible in two differ- 
ent Indian languages. 

We shall not be able to give the in- 
teresting addresses delivered on the 
occasion untill the commenceme.t of 
our next volume, but shall close our ac- 
count for the present with the follow- 
ing remarks fiom the New-York Ad- 
vertiser. 

“ We have rarely witnessed a more 
interesting and impressive sceve than 


















that exhibited on this occasion.— 
The company assembled was nume- 
rous and respectable, and it was a 
highly gratifying Gircumstance to see 
collected so large a nuinber of ladies 
as were present. ‘To the pious libe- 
rality of the sex is the Society indebted 
for a large proportion of its funds, be- 
stowed for the benevolent purpose of 
introducing as members for life a res- 
pectable body of clergymen, in Yari- 
ous parts of the country—a mode of 
testifying, at one and the same time, 
their regard for the great objects of 
the fortner, and their ‘high respect for 
the characters and virtues of the lat- 
ter. ‘The proceedings of the Society 
were, (iroughout, gratifying tothe au- 
dience, The various ad Iresses were 
creditable to the talents, the elo- 
quence, and the picty of the speakers. 
One thing was ina peculiar manner 
consoling to the feelings of all the 
friends of pene vale y and commun- 
ion. We ailude to the predominance of 
genuine Catholuism. ‘Vhe distinctions 
of sect and denomination were prac- 
tically iaid aside, and were remember- 
ed only for the purpose of giving vent 
to the feelings of congratulation to 
which their extinction gave sponta- 
neous birth—each one felt delight at 
the exhibition of such living proof, 
that they could all lay aside their 
names of distinction, and unite on the 
gure ground of the Hoy Scrirrurgs. 
One other circumstance gave a most 
lively interest to the : mniversary. We 
allude to the presence of the venera- 
ble President of the lnstitution. It is 
well known, that it was in a great 
measure owing to his long and perse- 
veriug exertions, and his influence, 
that this Society was formed; and it 
is equally well known, that its funds 
were. immediately upon is organtza- 
tion, enriched by his munificent dona- 
tion of 10,000 a sum which 
has ravely if ever been equalled, even 
by princely tberality towards similar 
institutions, in any part of the world. 
On the first anniversary of the Socie- 
ty, he was prevented by sickness, from 
attending. On the present cecasion, 
after having been unable for two years 
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Extracts from the London Sunday School Repori- 


to leave his room until within a few 
days past, and afier having entered 
upon his 79th year, this venerable 
Christian, to the surprise as well as the 
gratification of his friends and the So- 
ciety, was able to meet them and unite 
in their exercises, and preside ovet 
their deliberations. Such was the 
high sense which the meeting enter- 
taiued for his worth, and the respect 
they bore for his virtue and piety, that 
upon his entering the room, they 
ubanimously rose from their seats, 
and continued standing until he was 
seated in the chair—a wark of respect 
that was repeated, when he made his 
address to the Society.” 





SABBATH SCHOOLS. 


From the last Annual Report of the Lon- 
don Sunday School Unioa we make the 
following selections. 


Extract of a letter dated Edinburgh, 
Nay 20, iS17. 


Tam sorry that, on account of the 
secietary’s absence, to wien’ your let- 
ters were addressed, and who is at pre- 
sentin the West Country, I cannot 
forward specific details cf the number 
of schools, teachers, and children, in 
connection with the Sabbath Sci.oo! 
Union for Scotland. 

[ have to inform you that this Soci- 
ety is on the whole prospering, that 
they have numerous!y attended schools 


in most of the populous districts of 


Scotland, that the Reports from the 
various schools and societies, in con- 
nection with it, are very favourable, 
and that the epirit throughout the 
country, in favour of Sabbath Schools, 
seems towcrease. it will gratify you 
to learn that not ou!y the clergymen 
of various denominations giye their 
countenance > and support, but the in- 


rabitants ju general, among wiiom are ” 


ladies and genilemen, of superior r: ank 
in society, whose countenance to these 
schools is not contined to passive ace 
quiescence, but is shown by zealous 
activity in estaplishing and supporting 
them. 
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Extract from the first Aanul Report of 


the Giuspow Sabbath School Union. 


Let us ever recollect, that the more 
Christianized our population becomes, 
the more shall we obtain to Christian- 
ize the heathen; for it is trom those 
who value religion themselves that we 
can expect to derive the most able 
supportin our work of sending reli- 
cion abroad; and your committee 
hesitate not (0 uflirm, that independ- 
ently of the advantages which will re 
sult to the children of the middle and 
higher classes of society, for all of 
whom, as weil as for those of an infe 
rior description, your schools are in- 
tended, they know of no way more 
e ffectual for making even the dregs of 
our population Chris‘ians, than the 
establishment of Sabbath Schools; by 
means of which retigion extends to 
situations which it never visited be- 
fore; for they make the truths of the 
Bible penetrate into the darkest re- 
cesses of igorance. 


Mxtract from the Seventh Report of the 
Sunday School Suciety for Ireland. 


Your commitiee bave the gratifica- 
tion of reporting, that the past year has 
been prosperous, not only in increased 
funds for the purposes of your Society, 
but also its sphere of usefulness has, 
within that period, been considerably 
enlarged. ‘The number of those friends 
who co-operate with you in the coun- 
try has much increased ; and, instead 
of 360 schools, containing 38,598 chil- 
dren, which were connected with the 
Society in April, 1816, the number of 
schools assisted by the Society is now 
439, containing by the last returns 51 ALO 
children: the increase, therefore, du- 
ring the last year, bas been 89 schools, 
and 12,812 children. Of the above 
number of 439 schools, only 21, cen- 
taining [429 children, have failed. 

Within the past year gratuitous as. 
sistance has been afforded to 190 
schools (of which 101 had received 
granis in former years) in money and 
books, as follows, namely; 660 Bi- 
bles, 5,222 Testaments, 5,733 Spelling 
Books, No. 1.—5796 § Spelling Books, 
Ng. 2x—80 Hints for conducting Sun- 


Extracts from the London Sunday School Report. 





day Schools, 3933 Alphabets, and £74. 
7s. 6d. in money. Exclusive of the 
above, the following books have been 
sold at reduced prices to the conduct- 
ors of Sunday Schoois, who had either 
before received gratuitous assistance 
during the year, or who were unwilling 
to draw from the funds of the Soc iely 5 
46 Bibles, 658 ‘Testaments, 2948 Spel- 
ling Books, No. 1.—2,3: a) Spelling 
Books, No. 2.—10 Hints for conduct- 
ing Sunday Schools, & 660 Alphabets. 

The following books have been 
granted to the Sunday Schoois gratu- 
itously since the formation of the So- 
ciety, viz. 2,587 Bibles, 20,134 Tesia- 
ments, 26 Al 3 Spelling Books , No. L.— 
25,091 Spetling Books, No. 2.—594 
Hints for conducting Sunday Schools, 
16,692 Alphabets, and £310, 7s. in 
money. 

The following beoks have been 
sold at reduced prices within the 
same period, viz. LOL Bibles, 1,543 
Testaments, 11,760 Spelling Books, 
No. 1.—10,540 Spelling Books, No. 2. 
—38 Hints for conducting Sunday 
Schools, and 2,182 Alphabets. 

Such has been the number of books 
sent throughout the country, and there 
is reason to believe, that they are fully 
appropriated 5 that they have been 
distributed among the children attend- 
ing the schools, and have by them been 
taken bome during the week ; and it 
is pleasing to consider low many per- 
sons may have received insiruc tioy by 
means of the books thus distrmbuted. 


The public attention has, during the 
ast year, been repeatedly excited to 
the establishment of AbULT SCHOOLS, 
in various parts of the country ; your 
committee rejoice in the success of 
these efforts, to instruet the mature 
and aged in the knowledge of the Sa- 
cred Scriptures, and they would urge 
the importance o f immediate attention 
to this object, while so many of the 
untutored poer are tre smbling on the 
brink of the grave, both iguorant and 
unprepared. 

Your committee beg permission (@ 
recommend to their frieuds, the form- 
ation of Sansaru Eventnc ScHooLs, 
for the ‘religious instruction of the 
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young, both in the middling and the 
lower classes of society. The expe- 
rience of many pious individuals in 
the northern saris of this island: has 
attested the beneficial. influence of 
this plan, and iis-adapiation to pro- 
mote the spiritual mierests of the 
young wuo inay aol be considered as 
proper objects for common Sunday 
Schools, or who aay be wnable toavan 
themselves of their assistauce. 

All the Reports from the various 
Unious which have been formed 
throughout the country, atiest the 
great naportance and extensie ulill- 
ty of Sundsy School Unions, their 
practical etiects in extending Sun- 
day Schools, m uniting pious Chris- 
tians of various: deaominuations, and 
in promoting the cause vf know- 
ledge, virtue, and piety. Your com- 
mittee trust, that their friends im the 
country, who have not yet formed a 
Sunday School Union, will see the 
vast imp: clance of such an istitution, 
and proceed in organizing oue without 
delay. 

As a stimulous to increasing exer- 
tior in the cause of Sunday Schools, 

our committee beg leave to siate, 
that most. of these institutions in the 


metropolis are very much crowded,. 


and that in one part of the eastern:di- 
vision of London, a great many chil- 
dren have applied for admission in 
vain, the Sunday schools being so com: 
pletely filled, that within the last month. 
300 children have applied for admis- 
sion intoone School, and have all been: 
rejected for want of room: 

Your committee feel persuaded, 
that tlie extensive objects of your so 
ciety, and its increasing: usefulness, 
will be its best pleas for pecuniary 
support. The contracted resources 
of your Society, have necessarily pre- 
cluded your committee from embra- 
cing many desirable opportunities to 
extend the cause of Sunday Schools, 
they trust, you will see the necessity 
of increased liberality, that your com. 
mittee may be furnished with the 
means to give more efficient assist- 
ance in advancing the prosperity of 
Sunday Schools. 


a 


Manner of conducting Sumday Schoois. 


During the past year, one of your 


secietaries,.and some of the commit. 


tee, were called to give their evidence 
before the Select Committee of the 
{louse or Commons, appointed to in- 
quire .nto the state of education among 
tie lower orders of the metropolis. 
Your committee trust, that the public 
testimonies which were then given of 
the benefits of Sunday Schools, will 
make these institutions better known, 
aud more highly prized, both by our 
senators, and the public at large. 

fhe various Unions have reported to 
your committee TWO HUNDRED AND 
NINETEEN THOUSAND NINE HUNDRED 
AND FIFTY-'TWO-CHILDREN; butin addi- 
tion to: these, there are vast numbers 
of children instructed on the Sabbath 
day inmany parts of the country where 
no Sunday Sciiool Unions have yet 
been established. 

Upon a review of the increase and 
prosperity of Sunday Schools, during 
the past year, your committee desire 
to ieel grateful to God for the success 
which has attended this great cause. 
In the midst of much public and pri- 
vate disiress, Sunday Schools have 
prospered,—a_ pious education has 
(aught many individuals among the 
most distressed classes of society, to 
bear their severe privations without 
murmuring and disaffecuon. Thus, 
our national tranquility, and the pro- 
gress of Christianity, may be, in some 
measure,, aliributed to the pious. in- 
stractions which the poor have enjoy- 
ed, and ofeur beloved country we may 
still induige the hope, and express the 
confidence, that “ Wisdom and know- 
ledge shal! be the stability of thy times, 
and strength of salvation.” 





MANNER OF CONDUCTING SUNDAY 
SCHOOLS. 

From the Sunday School Repository. 

Many inguiries having been made. 
by the friends of the uneducated poor 
throughout the country as to our man- 
ner of conducting Sunday Schools, we 
hasten to give thein the following 
brief reply. 

When a school is formed with a 
suitable number of teachers, they pre- 
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ceed to elect a SupERINTENDANT from 


¢heir own body. The school is then 


divided into classes of five or more, in 
roportion to the number of teachers ; 
and each teacher takes his class, for 
whose improvement he is responsible. 
The duty of the Superintendant is 


to keep the rolls; inspect the conduct 


of the schelars; see that the teachers 
are punctual, and to pay a general at- 
tentiou to the improvement of the 
school. ‘The teachers report regu- 


jarly tothe Superintendant the state 


of their class, and at the end of each 
quarter he compresses the whole into 
one general Report for the use of the 
Managers. ‘This Report includes not 
only their improvement in learning 
but alsoin morals. It shows what at. 
tention they have paid-to the religious 
instructions afforded them ; what por- 
tions of Scriptureor Hymns they have 
commilied to memory, and how far 
their whole conduct has been im- 
proved. 

The time of commencing in ‘the 
morning is ftom 8 to 9 o’clock. The 
schoo! is opened by the Superintend 
ant, or by some one whom he may en- 
gage for that purpose, by singing a 
few verses from the Seciety’s Hymn- 
Book, which is ‘followed by a short 
prayer; after this, each class pursues 
its duty until ten minutes before the 
service of the Church commences.— 
The books are then cellected, placed 
in the box prepared for them, and af- 
ter one or two verses have‘been sung, 
the scholars are conducted ‘by their 
teachers to public wership, where 
their conduct cantinues to be inspec - 


ted during divine service. 


in the afterneon they assemble, usu- 
ally at L o’clock, and open by singing 
one or two verses of aliymn. A great 
part of this division ef the day is de- 
voted to religious instructiens. Those 
who can read, having been furnished 
with portions of Scripture, or some 
hymns to commit to memory, are now 
heard. This not only affords an op- 
portunity for expressing the teacher’s 
approbation, or of gently giving his 
eproof, but for instilling those blessed 


‘to the teacher. 


‘time, and there 


‘merous, the suial! 
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principles of truth into the minds of 
their pupils, which are necessary to 


guard their steps through life, and to 


form their duc tie ininds to the consid- 
eration of those thivgs, which make 
for peace, and whic! accompany sal- 

‘ation. At such times it is the duty 
of the teachers to dweil upon the great 


‘leading truths of the Gospel, such as 


the fa:l of man, and its awful conse- 
quenc: ¢—-thesalvation which has been 
provided‘in the sufferings aud death 


of the Redeemer, with an enumera- 
‘tion of ail those blessings which flow 


Ful Less of God 


from the unrem/itted 


toa retu fing sinner, as well as the 
‘dreadful.consequences of rejecting so 


great a salvation. 

This ins'iuction also comprehends 
all the social and relative duties, a- 
rising in regular series, or in particular 
occasions, AS appears most appropriate 
It is the habit with 
many, aud‘it.is.one which we cannot 


‘but strongly recommend, to give short 


explanations of those portions of Ho- 
ly Writ, which have been repeated, in. 
order to impress them more deeply 
upon the memory. This method has 


to our knowledge been extensively 


useful, and the writer of thrs article 
can bear his testimony that principai- 
ly to this kind of instruction is owing 
the vast impiovernent in’ religious 
knowledge in the country wirere Sun- 
day Schools were first instituted. 
‘Some Schools continue their 1n- 
structions until 5 @’clock. Others 
take the scholars to church a second 
dismiss them. Iu 
large towns where the scidiars are nu- 
space in the inter- 
val of church hours has not been 
thought sufficient for the necessary In- 
struction. ‘We are, we confess, of the 
same opinion; but as many have 
scruples on this head, the managers 
have never urged it upon the teachers, 
but have left them to act as their con- 
scieuce should dictate. For while on 
the one hand they do not see the evil 
which has been feared to arise out of 
the neglect of going to church twice, 
where so much is to be done; on the 
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other, they have never deemed it so 
essential as to make it arule of ac- 
tion. 

The school is dismissed in the af 
ternoon by singing and prayer, and 
sometimes by a few woiids of advice 
from the Superintendant, as to ihe 
manner in which the scholars are ex 
pected to conduct themselves in the 
ensuing week. 

Where there are a sufficient num- 
ber of teachers for the purpose, two 


or three are always employed oud of 


the school, looking after delinquents, or 
seeking for new pupils—in doing this, 
the parents are visited, and such ad- 
vice given as seems best calculated to 
promote the temporal and eternal wel- 
fare of themselves and their children. 
These visits have been aitended with 
a divine biessing in nuinerous instan 
ces; and there are now many par- 
ents pouing out praises to heaven for 
the salutary hints which had been in 
this way given by their disinterested 
fiiends. 

In several cases the Minister of the 
congregation to which the school be- 
longs, visits it once a month, when he 
distributes the rewards for good con- 
duct, or for committing the lessons as- 
signed the scholars, which had been 
previously awarded by the teachers. 
On such occasions the Minister speaks 
to the whole school on such subjects 
as he deems most suitable to the oc- 
casion His visits are always produc- 
tive of good. 

It is necessary here to state, that 
the practice of rewarding in money is 
now peremptorily for bidden—it is uni- 
formly made in tickets, to which a 
value is fixed, and when it amounts 
te one half the cost of a Bible, a Tes- 
tament, a Hymn-Book, or any other 
book which the Society may have de- 
termined upon giving, it is received in 
full for such book. «By this means a 
security for silent improvement is ob- 
tained; the emulation among the 


scholars is preserved pure, and all 
those consequenses arising from the 
possession of ever so small a pittance, 
which experience has proved to be - 
pernicious, are entirely avoided. 





Missionary Intelligence from India. 


The great duty of the teachers ig 
punctuality. Wrthout this their schoo! 
will droop, and their efforts be coim- 
paratively useless. [tis in vam that 
they urge allendance upop their pu- 
pils, if they are neyligeut themselves. 
Show us schools which are prosper- 
ous and increasing, and we shall flad 
the teachers all at their post at tho 
appointed moment; but point us to 
those which are declining and irregu- 
lar, and wesha!! find the teachers late, 
complaining, and listless. ‘They will 
find an excuse for such declensivn atiy 
where except in themselves. 

The history of the Sunday Schoo's 
bears us out iu the assertion, that there 
never has been a falling off in the at- 
tendance, where the teachers were not 
the real Cause. . 

We wish it to be universally under- 
Stood that the Sunday School systeni 
sone entirely of affection. 'T he hate- 
ful passions have no place here. The 
rod cannot be uplifted, nor the angry 
voice heard, in this service. The 
teacher must govern bv gentle per- 
suasion,and mild remonstrance alone. 
When these fail, the case is hopeless, 
and the Sunday School teacher’s duty, 
so far as the individual is concerned, 
isatanend, When the anxiety and 
labour of the teacher has proved in- 
effectual, he may lament over his pu- 
pil, but he must not punish beyond 
what the rules recommend. Having 
strictly and in the fear of God dischar- 
zed his duty, he must leave the schol. 
ar to the teproaches of his own con- 
science, and to that mercy which may 
cause that bread which has been cast 
upon the waters to be found after ma- 
ny days. X. 





From the Missionary Register. 
INDIA. 


Mr. Rhenius, ina letter to Mr. Thomp- 
son, dated Madras, February 10, 1817, 
states the circumstances which led to the 
establishment of Schools at Vadadelli, and 
the manner in which Sandappen, one of the 
native converts, wrought on bis country- 
men. 


You will recollect, that I mentioned 
to you, in the beginning of last month, 














an excursion which 1 was desirous of 


making to Vadadelli and its environs, 
about thirty miles to the northwest, 
not far from Periapollum. 

This desive arose fromthe repeated 
requests of a respectabte native Chivis- 
tian, Sandappen, who lives there, 4- 
mong the heathen. He has, througt- 
out the last year, showed a great de- 
sire to establish schools in his place and 
neighbourhood; and eften spoke of 
the various disputes which he had held 
with the inhabitants on religion; and 
encouraged me to establish a missiou 
ihere, for which the place offered an 
excellent spot, that he pointed out to 
me. 

Cirermstanees preventing me, at 
ihat tine, from making this excursion, 
{instructed Sandappen to take pre- 
liminary steps for establishing schools ; 
save him a Tamul New Testament, 
and a few school goth and desired 
him to report to me, at the end of the 
month, what he had bedi deing. He 
came, accerdingly, this morping 3 and 
told me, that, soon after his arrival at 
home, last month, he liad taken an 
opportunity of speaking with the 
chiefs of the several districts, about 
c ihey, but pare 
ticniarly the one to Pie. his place 
belongs, became very much displeas- 
ed with tim: and charging him with 
having a destan of making thezn also 
Christians, as thev bad begun here in 
Madras. ordered him to leave the 
place, and no more to appear there, 
The map, in a very dextrous and 
eaves manner, which surprised me, 
willingly submited ; but, before he 
went, ary d iezve to come again the 
next day, as he had to speak some- 
thing more with him. Tor this he re- 
ceived permission. 

The next day he went to the chief, 
with two or ihvee witnesses ; maasth a 
civil manner, begged hin to let him 
know his reasons for banishing him, 
whether he wad cheated any one, or 
stolen any thing, or any such like, 
He answered, that le could not say 
aoe such thing 3 but since they were 
nil heathen, end he liad become a 
Christian. and by the washing in and 
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drinking of stinking water, had lost 

caste, they could not suffer him among 
them, and he had better go Sandap- 
pen then skilfully turned hes se obser- 

vations to the difference between Chris- 
tianity and Heathenism ; and assured 
thein, that, though he had become a 
Christian, he had not eaten or crunk 
against the caste; and that the differ- 
ence was only as much as even the 
heathen had aaiong themselves. There 
were those who toilowed Vishnu, and 
others who followed Siva: he had 


chosen to follow Christianity, which 


appeared to him io be the truth. If 


the chief lad ne objection, he would 
show him the diference between hea- 
thentsm aud Christianity ; and, as for 
heathenism, he could describe it best 
from their own beoks. ‘hey had no 
objection: and he went through the 
Lives of Brahma, Vishnu, and Siva: 
boldly relating the many abominable 
actions which they had committed ; 
from “hich he asked them to draw the 
infevence, whether they could be 
gods; quoting several passages froin 
Agastiar, one of their most renowned 
heathen writers, who condemns their 
own gods. ‘The chief and the other 
persons present were much astouish- 
ec; and, after Sandappen had added, 

Thus it is not in Christianity,” he 
got leave to relate what Christianity 
was, which he did from a Tamul Po- 
em; aud, on tracing the history of 
the Creation and the Salvation through 
Christ Jesus our Lord from the Serip- 
tures, the chief was pleased with it, 
and began to be reconciled. 

Sandappenu again advanced the mat- 
ter of sciicols, showing wim the gross 
ignorance in whicp their grown roe 
plean d their children live, an lithe d 
advantages which they su fered on 
that accotnt: whereupon the heathen 
became friendly ; and not only aliow- 
ed > andapp en to remain amoug them, 
but agreed also to wrile a petition to 
ine, with a request that we would es- 
tablish schools amoug them; to which 
they themselves would give a house, 
both fur the children and the school- 
master. 

Sandappen ccelivered, accordingly, 


——_ 
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such petitions, written on Cadjan 
Leaves, to me: one from the chief of 
Peroondoor, and another from Alaga- 
dipettah ; and reported that he had 
immediately taken pessession of the 
place which they had assigned in Pe- 
roendoor, and had fixed a schoolmas- 
ter there, at the monthly salary of a 
pagoda and a half, who had begun the 
school with about eight boys. In the 
other villages they were likewise busy 
in making the necessary preparations ; 
and he trusted they would have made 
a beginning by this time. 

Sandappen reported further, that a 
heathen had come from Madras, and 
had spread about, that I had establish- 
ed schuols here, and had given them 
our Christian books to read, in order 
to make them Christians. The peo- 
ple in the place had grown suspicious ; 
and had mentioned it to Sandappen. 
He begged them to regard it but as 
foolish talking; and stated to them 
the care which Christian ministers 
take with a person, before they receive 
him into the profession of Chiistiani- 
ty ; which satisfied them. 

Sandappe n proposes now to goon in 
the same way with the neighbouring 
villages ; and expressed his great de- 
sire, especially under the present fa- 
vourable opportunity, to establish fif- 
teen schools, as the country is very 
populous. 

You will rejoice at the opening of 
this door for usefulness; one, indeed, 
quite unsought for, and singularly 
marked by Providence as promising. 

Sandappen has never appeared to 
me in so pleasing a light, as in these 
last days. He manifests a sound un- 
derstanding, and a thorough acquaint- 
ance with the heathen writings, and 
the lively oracles of God; with great 
skill in managing the heathen, and 
boldness to face troubles and confess 
the Gospel. 

He has already met, it appears, se- 
veral trials for the sake of the Gospel. 
Time, and close inspection of his con- 
duct, will bring us more fully acquaint- 
ed with him. He will, in the mean 
while, be the best person to superin- 
tend the schools; as these infant sem- 


inaries must be handled very gently, 
both on account of the superstition of 


the parents, and of the fears which 
they entertain etther that their clilde 
ren will be forced to become Clivis- 
lians or to go on board the slups;5 
which foolish thought they have, [ 
find, in the country, as well as in Ma- 
dras. I was glad to hear from hiw, 
that he wishes to catechise the child- 
ren on their own books, whicii contain 
fine moral sentences; and thus to 
bring in the truths of the gospel im- 
perceptibly to the children, as a pre- 
paration for open instruction therein s 
which is just the method that L have 
thought necessary to adopt here in 
Black ‘Town. 

The Lord God will help us. Let 
us praise him for every encourage- 
ment which he affords us,in the mist 
of various difficulties ; and for every 
new token that he gives us, to strengh- 
en our hopes that India will see the 
light of his Salvation. 


Visit of Christian, the Reader, to Vu- 
dadelli. 

Mr. Riienius having sent Christian to vi- 

sit (he Schovis thus established at Vadadel- 


li, he made the following Report on his re- 
turn. 


March 5, 1817. I went to Peran- 
door, and inspected the school there. 
Ten children were learning in it. J 
examined them in what they learnt; 
and laid down a rule, that such and 
such lessons were to be taught at such 
and such regular hours—writing on 
the ground, copies ou ollas, the books 
of arithmetic, and reading, each at its 
regular time. I strictly admonished 
the schoolmaster, at what hour he 
should begin and close his school; 
and I wrote these things down, and 
gave the directions to him. 

The people who came and observed 
all these things, said among them- 
selves, “ These are good rules and or- 
dinances. It is in consequence of 


their having such instructions, that 

white people possess so much good 

sense and learning and are so pros- 
rous,”” 


One of them said, 


“What want- 
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have we of cultivators of learniug—we, 
who, from our infancy to our death, 
lahodr with the strength of our bul- 
locks and ourselves in many kinds of 
Whatever people compre- 
hend, that they do.” Vo this TP repli 
ed * Attend! Avyar says te our fore- 
fathers, * Begm to learn at five years 
old. ‘The more we learn, the more 
understanding we shall vet? If the 
Supreme wef aa created and di- 
re cts all things, in His merey to you 
and your ¢ hildves Ny has wrought in the 
winds of those virtuous persons soch 
kind intentions towards you; and if 
they, on the principle of loving their 
neighbour as themselves, and with the 
design that all should live and be hap- 
py, do these things; how is it that you 
have no reverend thoughts of them, 
and speak thus wildly 7’ 

Aller passing some time in such 
conversation, | went to the residence 
of the cbief of the village, who is chief 
of the Retty Caste. He accosted me 
with much civility, and inquired after 
the health of our minister. On my 
mentioning the subject of the schools, 
lie said, “ All these village peo 
ple are destitute of learning ; and 
under apprehension that the persons 
who instruct their children wi'l take 
down their names, and send for them 
and carry themaway. Now that these 
charity schools are just newly estab- 
lished, there is a good deal of opposi- 
tion to them; but, in process of time, 
this opposition will cease. Besides 
this, at present, on account of the bu- 
sivess of ihe harvest, the poor clildren 
are prevented from coming to school. 
Afier all these things are settled, they 
will all come to school.” After he 
had said these things, he dismissed me, 
and [ went away. 

March 7. A man arrived from 
Madras, and informed the people res- 
pecting the charity schools established 
there; and said, that Religion was 
taught in them, and that the boys had 

taken their books, and ran home. 
When the schoolmaster was apprised 
that he was talking a great dea! in 
this mannner, be came and told me. 
As soon as I heard it, I wentand talk- 
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ed with the people, and removed their 
misapprehension. But they question- 
ed me about the teaching of Religion ; 
and wished to know how that would 
be. Whereupon, I said as follows: 
“ While we believe the Puranas which 
our forefathers wrote, we have frith in 
various things; but are ignorant of 
Him who created us, and are blind, 
and know not truth and falsehood, sin 
aud virtue, salvation and hell; and, 
through the stupidity of our minds, are 
ensnared by the devil, and become his 
slaves, and receive hell as the gains of 
our service. But the Oracles of Truth 
Clearly declare, that the One God, 
who created, directs, and cominually 
preserves the whole world and all of 
us, is pleased that we all should come 
to the knowledge of Him, and draw 
near to Him, and, by faith in Him, 
become capable of salvation.” 
Having spoken a good deal in this 
way, Tread and explained ta them the 
third chapter to the Romans; and, in 
the order there observed, set fourth to 
them, how that, through His merey, 
we were to be saved by the redemp- 
tion of the Lord Jesus. After I had 
spoke thus, and taken from them a 
note under their hands respecting the 
affair of the school, | went away 
When I paid a visit to the Retties 
of that place, they inquired, after the 
usual compliments had passed between 
us, why so much pains were taken a- 
bout establishing charity schools in 
these parts. I replied, “ Charitable 
actions are not confined to one pare 
ticular kind, but are of many kinds. 
So the Tamul Shasters say: and your- 
selves say, thatof all kindsof charity, 
the giving of instruction is counted the 
most conspicuous. Is this, or is it 
not, incomparably the best of all chat- 
ities??? They answered, that what I 
said was right. While we were hold- 
ing this kind of conversation, I ex- 
claimed, * Attend! As for us ‘Tamu!- 
ers, we are cebased in intelleci, rebels 
against Ged, and lost to al! sense of 
gratitude.” They exclauned, * What 
do you mean by saying sor” I said, 
“ Attend! A few years ago, the col- 
lector took great pains to benetst these 
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yoor people; and intending still fur- 
ther to add to his good offices towards 
you, he sowed bamboo-seeds from vil- 
lage to village, planted cccoa nut 
trees, and other trees, and admonished 
you, and established Monigars and 
Taliaries, and other oficers to take 
care of you. While he was paying 
all this attention to you, how much 
trouble and evil and vexation was 
there among all the inhabitants, en 
account of these things. Now the 
bamboos are grown, they are of use 
for building your houses, and for a 
variety of other purposes: from the 
cocoa nut trees you enjoy cocoa-nuts, 
toddy, and other good things: and, 
while you are thus enjoving them, do 
you ever give even one a9 to that 
vemticoman who planted them? Have 
you ever given him any the we thing 
inreturn! Answer yourselves.” They 
agreed that what I said was very true: 
and so, after much such conversation, 
j took my leave, 

MarchS, ISLt7. A Dralimin,a great 
man, and held in much esteem, came 
to this place from Periapollum on some 
When | went to visit him, 
eda man of more than ordi- 
many of the 


Hyusiness. 
he appear 
nary acy ‘uaintance with 
Shbasters: and talked a good deal, dis- 
putatiously,im praise of Brahma, ¥ish- 
muy and Siva, pceersing to the way 
chat he had learned; and said how all 
things were made by ra ; and went 
yn some time in this strain. I repli- 
ed, by mentioning Siva’s pi 
che head of Brahmah, and under the 
ame of Deggar,, walking about among 
te Aad ing grounds and c eilecting the 
ashes, and going on nressages fer wo- 
men; with other stories of the came 
hind; and I recited and showed him 
several stories from the books of the 
Antients,containing things nearly sim- 
ilar: and I said, “ Are such beings as 
these Gods?” 

When I had spoken in this way a 
little while, he turned the conversas 
lion to the subject of establishing 
Schools. [told him the things re- 
lating to it: to which he said, * This 
will bea very profitable and useful 
thing to many people. Because theee 


inching off 


Missionary Intelligence from India. 


people are foolish, and up to the pres» 
ent time no such good thing has beer 
instituted among them, they will en- 
tertain different opinions about it; 
but, in the course of time, whea they 
come to know tlie advantage of it, 
then they will esteem as Gods those 
who establish it among them. You 
must speak with the Gooroo in my 
town, and see about establishing a Ta- 
reul and English School; and f wilt 
give you ground, and a house for the 
Schoolmaster.” 

March 9, Sunday.—-in the morning, 
at Sandappen’s house, I and he and 
his family sung a hymn, and read the 
Twenty-sixth chapter of St. Matthew, 
and prayed, and sung another hymn. 
When we had finished, some men, 
who had stopped am! gazed at us, as 
they would at a show, asked what we 
were crying about: and ther, on ou: 
reading again, **'This is some reli- 
gious custom of their sect,” said they. 
When we heard this, we spoke to them 
on the works of the creation. Some 
of them said it was all very fine, and 
went away. 

Near Vadadelli, there isa town cal. 
led ‘Vvemdtliattam, which is uninhabe 
ited; all the cuttivators having long 
since emigrated from it, various ways. 
In this village there is an Idol Temple 
inrains. ‘This village being near the 
river, and without inhabitants, the oul- 
tivators of the neighbouring villake of 
Manbaukum have made an agrees 
ment to cultivate it. The Idol Tem- 

ie there, and the ground belonging 
tc it, are held entirely rent-free, and 
the preduce appropriated to the sup- 
port of the Temple. This village 
being uninhabited, and its hereditary 
owners rei nah become extinct, if 
were to please God to make His name 
known there, you might give effect to 
the abundant blessing which you in- 
tend, and obtain leave to occupy it. 

There is a grove there, and a large 
garden, and some ground for cultiva- 
ting; and you might found two great 
streets there. ‘hus much, and more. 
There are two other such places, b « 
you will know all these things, if you 


come and see. 
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Education of Heathen Youth.—Revivals of Retigion. gar 


EVUCATUON OF HEATHEN YOUiHL. 


The examination of the Foreign Mis- 
sion School at Cornwall, (Cou ) too Kk 
place on Tuesday the 5th ist. in pre 
ence of the Ave nis, and a number of 
Npectators interested in the Institution. 

Vhe evidence of success, i the a 
ininiments of the youth fiom various 
heathen lands, was most gratiiving 
and interesting. 

On the succeeding day, the Rev. 
Herman Dagrett, was inaugurated as 
Proiipal ot the listitution. A’ ser- 
mon was preactied by the Nev. Josepa 
Harvey of Goshen. 
delivered on the eccasion, by the 
Hou. John Treadwel/, aud by the Res 
Mr. Duggelt; and a closing address 
to the youth of the sciieol, by Mr. Ed. 
win Dw ight, their Pres enti vs under 
whose care they have made suca ant. 
mating progress in their Studies. 

A speciinen was given of the Owhy 
hee language, in a dialogue, by four 
of the natives, which exciied great in 
terest; and prepared the way fora 
most pathetic appeal, in beh: aif of his 
poor countrymen, by one of the na- 
tives of Owhyhee. 

The audience wasvery ! large—deep- 
ly interested, and solemnly, and, we 
believe, most favourably impressed. 
on the occasion. Allusions to the 
death of Olokiah, did not fail to start 
ihe involuntary tear, and spread, 
through the scenes of the day > ap jleas- 
ing melancholy sensation, —pleasing to 
reflec t, with so much evidence, that 
he was in heaven, and painful to relin- 
quish hopes so highly raised by bis 
promise of eminent usefulness below. 


Au address was 





REVIVALS OF RELIGION. 


Extract of a letter written by a genile- 
man in Greensborough, Vt. to his 
Jriend in Norwich. 


—“ The first impression was, that 
the church had been negligent in 
their duty to the children, and espe- 
cially to th lose on whom the seal of 
God’s gracious covenant had been 
placed. While this was en the minds 


of some, the violation of the Sabbath 


. = > ; 

also be an we Aa su biect of at tlention 

rr 

ite necessity of a reform ap} neared 

to be great, and the question was, 
7 , ama 

what siali we doa to eilect the great ob- 


si ct of enig h itening the rising genera- 


tion, and of Suppressing vice? After 
some consultation it was thought best 
to forma moral societv. After mak- 
lng the thing a little known, the town 
inviied Hartwick and Crafisbury to 
unite and form a society for the above 
objects. A SOCI@RY wis according! 
formed which consisted of the most 
respect: able part of hr three towns 

‘The Sabbath School soon became a 
Subject of its direction and encourage- 
ment: and atone of the meetings in 
Mareh last, fa vear ago,) a general 
invitation wns civen to all the ehildr 

of the three towns to commit to mem- 
ory chepters in tie Bible, various cat- 
echisius, and other religious pieces, 
and tomect on the tourth Wednes- 


‘ W ans a Se . 
day of June to exinbita Sspeciunen of 


what they bad learned. This gave a 
new spring to the exertions of the 
children. The y all attended punttu- 
ally to the lessous given them on the 
Sabbath, in all the districts of [lart- 
wick and Greeusboronegh. When the 
church and children were scen so 
inuch engaged in the thing, Satan be- 
gan to array his forces in Opposition. 
Some prevented thew children from 
attending, saying much against the 
practice, and catling it a_ political 
thing. This excited the prayers of 
CGod’s people for his blessing, and a 

the meeting of the society and child 
ren drew near, many prayers were of 
fered that God would glorify bimsel: 
in the transactions of the day. The 
day arrived—the morning was plea 

ant—two ministers were wit! us. A 

9 o'clock, the children of this town and 
Hardwick, met at the south Schoo! 

house in this town, and after prayers 
for Ged’s presence and blessing, a pr 
cession was formed of chileren 

mounting to more than and wall 

ed to a very large barn prepared fi 

the purpdése, and at £0 o’clox k united 
in prayer. At this time the barn was 
filled with spectators. Many appear- 
ed solemn. Reciting the Seriptu 
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and Catechisms, occupied the fore- 
noon ; closed with prayer, and walked 
to a long table, shaded with green 
boughs, and covered with food, which 
had been provided by the people of 
the two towns. The appearance of 
the children at the time of asking the 
blessing, at dinner, and at the return- 
ing of thanks, their order and solem- 
nity, (some of them being but four 
years old, and many of them under 
six) caused many to say that God was 
with us indeed. In the afternoon the 
assembly was very large, solemn and 
even aifected. Religious dialogues, 
dramas, psalms, hymns, and singing, 
ended the -exercises of the day. Af- 
ter a short address from one of the 
ministers present, and uniting ia 
praver with the other the assembly re- 
tired. A number wentfrom this place 
convinced that they were sinners. 
Several who had acted a drama in 
search of happiness, felt themselves 
destitute of happiness. From this day 
many have dated their first serious 
impressions. ‘The reformation here 
commenced, and continued until #fty- 
pve were added to the Congregational 
church in this-town, and about twenty 
io the Baptist chureh, and a number, 
yerhaps fifteen, hopefully pious, have 
not united with any-church; also ¢thir- 
vy have been added -to the church in 
Hardwick, so that we calculate about 
one hundred and twenty, as the hopeful 
subjects of this work. Is not the sue- 
cess which God has given to these 
humble efforts sufficient to unite ‘his 
children every where-in the same glo- 
rious work. 

In order to give regularity to the 
Sabbath School, “the Society appointed 
a principal teacher in each town, and 
he appointed a teacher in each school 
district, whose business it was to at- 
tend every Sabbath evening to the 
children of said district, in such les. 
sons as the principal teacher had pre- 
viously directed, and to make quater- 
Jy returnsto him. ‘He visits each dis- 
trict as often as he chooses. Each 
school is opened and closed by prayer. 

A church is a sufficient society, and 
a minister is a suitable person fer a 


of religion. 


come hopefully pious. 


general instructor. The year past has 
been a good year to the churches in 
this part of the vinevard. In Dan- 
ville, one hundred and fifty have shared 
in the work of grace ; in Peacham a- 
hout one hundred and thirty. A very 
large number have been added fo the 
Lord.in Gabot; a number in Walden 
and in Glover. A church has been 
formed, and a great addition made te 
it in Barton, and another in Frasburg. 
In Troy, on the first of January last, 
there was but one praying person 


found; now .there is a church of twen- 
ty members. 


In this town are about ninety fami- 
lies. About two thirds are professors 
About thirty of the mem: 
bers of the Sabbath School have be- 
Unfeeling iu- 
deed must the person be, who hears 
the above, and cavnot say, * Bless 
the Lord, O my soul.” 


From the Reporter. 


Extract of a letter from a Clergyman in 
the W. catores Reserve, Ohio, to a Gen- 


tleman in Washington, Penn. dated 
Feb. 1818. 


Iu my congregation, the Holy Spir- 
it has been gently striving ever since 
I saw you—-l@6 members have been 
added to the Church, all heads of 
families, five of them were baptized. 
Some others obtained a hope, who 
have not yet united with the people 
of God. My New-Year’s sermon was 
blessed for producing a general so- 
lemnity on the appearance of the peo- 
ple. I bad a school of young men 
and women thoughtless and gay.— 
However, when they atiended their 
Bible recitations, now and then a g- 
lent tear woald drop from several. 
But a cheerful gaiety seemed to be 
resumed to hide the little emotion.— 
Our closing lesson on last Thursday, 
was the second of Acts. When it 
was mentioned that a pentecost might 
be enjoped in this house if we desired, 
it appeared to move the scholars con- 
siderably. A young lady was asked 
how the first Christians enjoyed them- 
selves ; while she auswered, © they cat 
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their bread with joyfuluess and single- 
ness of heart,” her tongue faltered ; 
and when it was applied torecommend 
religion to the youth as a sure source 
of happiness, a suppressed sigh pal- 
pitated their breasts. But on being 
dismissed, their former gaiety was re- 
sumed. 

The young people had a meeting 
appointed that evening. Mr. Camp, 
the missionary, who providentially 
eame along, and took an interesting 
part in the exercises, of the school, 
preached. After preaching, he con- 
versed with a young man, with whom 
he had been acquainted.. The house 
appeared to- be filled with an indis- 
cribable solemnity —stil as death, sol- 
emn as the entrance of ternity—only 
interrupted with the deep sigh of an 
undone sinner. Every cheek bathed 
in tears of sorrow or joy—The change, 
Oh ! how great!—Wecan hardly sep- 
arate at midnight. 

Next day my scholars came early. 
A solemnity on every face. Had a 
stranger come in, he would have judg- 
ed each one had just buried all his 
relations, and was in the deepest 
mourning, A lesson or two was said : 
but their sense of eretchedness was 
such, that their common studies were 
entirely omitted, and the day spent 
in reading the Seriptures and in 
prayer Mr. Camp preached in the 
evening. 

Saturday, the scholars returned in 
deep mourning. the arrows of con- 
viction were shot deeper into their 
consciences. I gave each a religious 
tract. The forenoon was spent with- 
out a whisper, every. one perusing, in 
solemn silence, the tract he received, 
and only stopped to wipe the gatber- 
ing tear. Afternoon, we read togeth- 
er our Lord’s serraon on the mount. 
} pave them a short lecture on it and. 
recommended them to God in prayer. 
‘They retired with heavy hearts. The 
indefatigable Mr. Camp preached this 
evening. 

Sabbath morning, above 30 youths 
came to my house at 9 o’clock for 
prayer. ©O how different some of my 
dear scholars appeared! A lovely 
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beam of joy had succeeded the deep- 
est sorrow. On being asked whether 
they felt different, “ yes” was the re- 
ply, * last night was the happiest night 
I ever experienced. » Our audience 
this day was crowded and awfully sol- 
emu. Few felt but that this was the 
house of God, the gate of heaven. 
How dreadful is this place! The voice 
of the speaker alone broke the death- 
like silence of the day. Our evening 
meeting was unusually large. Mr. 
Cainp preached again. 

Monday morning, my school collect- 
ed, and a number of young people, so 
that ny school room was crowded. 
‘Fhis was like a day of the Son o! 
Man. Our concert meeting was at- 
tended by ten for one that used to at- 
tend. Mr. Camp convessed with on: 
of my near neighbours, a Univers: ‘ue! ; 
on Saturde ty, who. had four chii 
subjects of ihe work. Monday morn 
ing, asking his daughter how she felr, 
she said “I am a vile wretch, but | 
must rejeiee, though Lam left to pei 
ish, that my dear. aged father has e: 
perienced a change.” He is the f{i- 
ther of ten children, near 60 vears oli, 
and that morning was the first time 
he ever prayed. Do, sir, let dear 
brother Camp know this circumstance, 
should he call upon you. 

To day my schoo! was atiended by 
a number whe did not belong to it, 
fer the benefit of reciting their Bible 
exercise. ‘The Bible, O! it is the 
sword of the Spirit. 


Frem the Middlebury Messenger, 


Extract of a letter from the Rev. Leve 
Parsons, a Missionary in the canplo 
ment of the Vermout Mis slona ry ‘uti- 
ely, to a friend in Middlebury, dated 
Troy, March 15, 1818. 

The interesting situation of the peo- 
ple in this place has prevented my 
visit to Middlebury, as I expected, and 
probably will for a considerable time 
tocome. The revival commenced a- 
bout the middle of January last, and 
prevails, at the present time, with sur- 
prising power. A church was organ- 
ized in February, consisting of tweive 
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members, all heads of families, who 
gave the most satisfactory ovideute of 
revuewing grace. ‘The day was inte 
resting and solemn, and will be re- 
membered in héaven, with gratitude 
aud thanksgiving. A considerable 
number who are now rejoicing in 
hope, received their first serious im 
pressions daring the administration of 
baptism and the Lord’s Supper. Eight 
persons now stand propounded for 
admission into the church, and many 
more are wishing to present themselves 


for exanrination. The work is stil: 


prevailing. Hundreds are under se 
rious impressions, and daily erying 
* What shall we do to be saved 2” The 
neighbouring towns are becoming 
more attentive to the means ot grace, 
and more sMicitous for the regular 
preaching of the gospel. ‘The present 
prospects allord. us reason to hope, 
that the Lord hatiy much people in 
this place. 

I wish, i/ possible, that a missionary 
might be directed to this field. It is 
more than twenty miles in extent, and 
is already white for the harvest. In this 
vicinity, embracing Putten, Troy, Mest 
field, and Kelleysvale, there are two 


hundred familrms, and most of them 


perishing for the bread of life. Re- 
ligious meetings are frequent, and well 
attended. And those who lave spent 
their days in ignorance and wicked- 
ness, are crying with solicitude, “ God 
be mercilul to me a sinner.” 


From the Evangelical Magazine. 





AN EASY METHOD- OF SENDING THE 
GOSPEL INTO OUR UNENLIGHTENED 
VILLAGES. 


Ixvery lover of the Bible, and eve- 
ry friend of man, cannot but rejoice 
in the rapid and extensive spread 
of the glorious gospel in heathen 
lands. ‘They exult at the thougats, 
that Satan’s kingdom has notonly been 
threatened, but that it has been acta- 
aliy invaded, and his forces compel- 
led to retreat before the victorious 
and omnipotent power of divine truth. 
And, whiist they regard the success 
that has resulted from the efforts 


830 Velhod of sending the Gospel info our, uncilighlened Villages. 


which have been made both by Chris- 


tans at home, and missionaries a- 
broad, as entively the work of rich 
and sovereign grace, a pleasing testi- 
mony of the approbation of their Sav- 
lour, they must remember that that ve- 
ry success lays them under inereasing 
obligatrous to abound yet more and 
more in this grand and heavenly 
work, 

But we must not forget, whilst we 
are encaged in these distant exten- 
sive operations, that there are manv 
heathen tracts in our own country.— 
Yes, notwithstanding the numerous in- 
stitutions which owe their origin and 
support to Britain, and which consti- 
inte not only the bulwarks but the 
glory and the lights of our island, 
there are many places concerning 
which it may be said— Thick dark- 
ness covers the people !? Persons, who 
are in the habits of visiting the abodes 
of the poor, and of exploring our 
heathenish villages, can testify to the 
awful and deplorable ignorance which 
generally prevails. ‘The hallowed 
hours of the Sabbath are profaned by 
the father of a-tamily being engaged 
in his common occupation, by the 
mother attending on her domestic 
concerns, and the children, under no 
parental authority, are left to follow 
the evil bias of their corrupt and des- 
tructive inclinations. What a loud 
call is this for professing Christians to 
evince, that they are real Christians, 
by imitating the example of Him 
whose name they bear! And let nene 
imagine, whilst there is a village or 
even a family near us, remaining in 
this deplorable condition, to which 
we can gain access, that we can be 

clear of their blood, if we do not use 
our utmost endeavours to convey to 
them the meaus of salvation, or that 
we can expect to hear the Saviour 
proclaiming in our ears—* Fe have 
done what ye could ? 

If the question be asked, What 
methed can you propose to send the 
gospel into those villages that are yet 
destitute of it? We answer, Let min- 
isters, presiding over their respective 
churches and congregations, select 
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and invite proper persons from a- 
monegst them, and send them forth as 
Missionaries, on the Sabbath evening, 
to read and pray with the people.— 
Such is the universal desire which the 
Author of all good appears tohave 
wrought in the hearts of the poor to 
attend on the ‘heavenly call, it is 
hoped some persons will be found 
ready to throw open the doors for this 
purpose, and will gratuitously allow 
their neighbours to participate in the 


privilege of hearing the glad tidings of 


salvation, and calling upon their com- 
mon Lord. 

The witter of this paper, in con- 
nection with several friends, has 
been for several months engaged in 
this most pleasing work. ‘The num- 
ber of persons that attend, united 
with their very orderly deporitment, 
aud the apparen: earnest desire mn 
many of them to hear, afford them 
no small encouragement to go for- 
ward, trusting that He, whose word it 
is they read, whose throne it is they 
saplicate, wliose promise it is they 
miead, whose command it ts_ the 
obey, will not disregard the weak at- 
tempt to promote his glory 1a the ev- 
erlasting salvation of precious souls. 





EVIDENCES OF ADOPTION. 


We extract the followiag observations 
‘rom a ietier recently written by a young 
Ciergyman, to a lad ia this place, with 
whouw he had not Inng since, an interesting 
— ersation on the subject of religign ; and 
who, though but ten or twelve years oid, 
was convinced that he was a sinner, and 
with a nxiously en- 
quiring What he should do to be saved. 


trembling lope, was a 


I have had a desire to know the re- 
sult of that anxiety to ebtain eternal 
ite, which you expressed tome. Par- 
ticularly would T be infor: ned, wheth- 
er you still hope that you hae been 
born again. Itisa great thing for us 
to become the children of the living 
God, to have the Lord Jesus Christ 
fer our Saviour and elder brother, 
and Heaven for our home. They who 
are entitled to such high privileges, 
undoubtedly have some 
them, some evidence in their feelings 
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and conduct, that they are born of 
the Spirtt and made heirs of eternal 
life. God has set his mark 
them. For the honour of his 
name, the manifestation of his rich 
grace, he will have it known, who are 
adapte d into his family. Were L to 
mention any one thing which mos 
clearly distinguishes the children of 
God from the rest o. mankind, it 
would be, the filial regard which they 
have for him. It is this, which ena- 
bles them to say, “ Abba, father, 
when they come before him. I[t is 
this which leads then to put the 
greatest confidence inall his promis: 
to submit cheerfully to ail his dispen 
sations and to ce all his require- 
ments. ‘Phe trve Christian will find 
enjoyment in refleeting, Uiaat he live 
in Geod’s world. is fed and clothed by 
his bounty, and is allowed daple 
ment in his service, [every thine 
around him wiil appear the mor 
charming, and every blessing whik 
he enjoys, the more valuable, for their 
coming fyom- Ged. Bly heavy 
father, he will be often saying to him- 
sel{, made all these things, and he |ie- 
stows all these blessines. This spit it 
of adostion will also lead him to en- 
tertain new feelings towards 


pen 


creat 


his fellow. 
men. He will consider them as the 
creatures of God, the proc ets of fii 
wisdom and power, and the oljects « 
his compassion. He will consid 
them, as being his fellow creature: 
his kindred. He will lock 
men as li some sense. beloncing | 
the family of God. And since Go 
has compassion on them and d 
them good continually, he will ¢ 
to contribute his mite to their! 
ness. But this filial spirit, will len 


him to take peculiar delielt im th: 


Util} ata 
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saints. He will! find that his | 

are like their feelings, and his hone 
like their hopes. very Christian 
will be to him a brother indeed, one 
with whom he can take sweet course}. 
God prepares Ct hristi: ive toceth- 
er in heaven, by giving them one spir- 


it. The more they possess of that 
brotherly aticction, which unites them 
closely in ti | 


is world, th 
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dence have they, that they are pre- 
pareé to live together in the next, 
Ileaven will be filled with kindred 
spirits. No contentions, angry words 
or suspicious feelings will be there. 
The spirit of Christianity is an inof 
fensive, meek and loving spirit. 

The spirit of adoption will also 
lead to strong desires and vigorous 
exertions, that the number of God’s 
children may be increased. Chris- 
tiansare not afraid of seeing the fam- 
ily of God too much increased. They 
wish tohave many brethren As they 
have tasted and seen that the Loid is 
gracious, they desire that all may 
taste and see the same. They will, 
therefore, pray and labour, and deny 
themselves, that many sons and daugh- 
ters may be brought home to glory. 





Rural generosity. 


On the evening of the ist of January 
Jast, as the Rev. Mr Starr and bis wife, of 
Warren, were returning home in a chaise, 
their horse unexpeciedly took fright and 
overturned it. Mr. and Mrs S&S. were 
thrown six or eight feet against the frozen 
ground, and were bruised in a shocking 
manner. lhey were taken up senseless, 
and fora time their lives were almost des- 
paired of; but through a kind providence 
they are in a hopetul way of recovery. 
Since that time the parishoners of Mr. 
Starr, on a day previously fixed upon, as- 
sembled and cut and carted him 61 loads of 
wood, supposed to be equal to 40 cords.— 
On the 12:h day of April the young gentle- 
men and ladies met at his house and pre- 
sentedto Mrs. Starr 70 runs of linen and 
tow yarn, and to Mr. Starr several valuable 
articles. Atter partaking of a repast pro- 
vided by themselves, and after prayer was 
olfered up by their pastor, the company re- 
tired apparently with the heartfelt satisfac- 
tion that ** it is more blessed to give than 
to receive.’—Con. Cour. 





Anecdote. 

Amongst the applicants for a Bible, 
was a Roman Catholic servant, who 
had never read the sacred book, and 
said that she had been taught to con- 
sider the Bible as a beok which had 
done more harm in the world than all 
the other books ever published. On 
receiving it she expressed her gratitude 
with tears, and has lately informed a 
frend that the blessed Bible is hee 
daily companion, 


EDUCATION SOCIETY. 

The receipts by the Ureasurer of the E.!- 
ueation Society, during the month of April; 
were : 

From the Female Cent Society, Nor- 
walk, by Mrs. Harriet Swan their 


Treasurer, ; » $55 65 
From several ladies, “Norwalk, by 

Mrs.Swan, . ‘ 3 73 
From a genileman, Norwalk, by 

Mrs. Swan, . : ° 2 


From Fiihu, inctosed in a letter, ‘da- 
ted and post-marked Greenwich, 10 





Sis 40 
The liberal Elihu, in his letter inclosing 
the above sum of 10 dollars, says, that he 
sent 10 dollars some time since, to a mem- 
ber of the society for its use, of the receipt 
of which he has seen no notice. ‘That sum 
was received in December lasi, by the 
hand of a member, from an unknown bene- 
factor. Whether this benefactor ve Elihu 
or not, | bave not the means of knowing. 
S. TWINING, Treasurer. 
May 1,188. 





On the 12th instant a number of Ladies, 
belonging to the Cent Society in Hampton, 
presented, by the hand of Mrs. Rhoda 
U weedy their Treasurer, 30 doliars to their 
Pastor, Rev. Ludovicus Weld, to consti- 
tute him a member for life of the American 
Bible Society. 





LITERARY. 

We have consigned to us and for sale at 
this office, a Report to the Female Mis- 
sionary Seciety tor the poor of the city of 
New York and its vicinity, entinled, New 
Missionary field, by Ward Safford A. M. We 
made some extraets from this interesting 
Report, in the first number of the present 
volume. A second edition has been pub- 
lished, the profits of which are to be appro- 
priated to the building a house of worship 
for seamen. As the edition is large, we 
are instructed to sell them at the reduced 
prices of 25 cents singly, or 20 cents by the 
dozen. Jhe Pamphlet contains about 60 
octavo pages, and we recommend it to the 
perusal of every friend of Missions and the 
poor. 





Notice. 

The present number of the Religious In- 
telligencer, completes the regular series 
for the second volume. We shall, bhowev- 
er, issue an extra half-sheet next week, 
with an index &c., as the third volume 
will not commence until the first Saturday 
in June 
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